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The truth of his words was proved to the hilt during the next few
months. Rohilkhand was reduced to submission by the end of May,
but not until January, 1859, was the last of the organized force of the
rebels finally dispersed. In Oudh, and in Oudh alone, did the
Mutiny assume something of the character of a national insurrection,
and there can be no question that this was due in large measure to
the unfortunate terms of Lord Canning's proclamation. The chiefs
believed, erroneously but not unnaturally, that they had little to
gain by submission and everything to fear. Consequently they
waged for months a guerilla war which caused infinite embarrassment
to the British forces and their commanders, and yielded them little
credit.
Redue-         While Sir Colin Campbell was busy in Rohilkhand, Behar, and
tionof Oudh, Sir Hugh Rose (afterwards Lord Strathnairn) was gradually
Centra! reducing the Central Provinces to obedience. That the trouble was
Provinces virtually confined to these Provinces and did not extend to the
Bombay Presidency was due in the main to the firm and prudent
statesmanship of the Governor, Lord Elphmstone, and of George
Berkeley Seton-Karr, the political officer in charge of the Southern
Maratha country. The Central Provinces, the fruit of Dalhousie's
doctrine of " Lapse," were less amenable to control, and their temper
gave cause for much anxiety to the Government. On December 16th,
1857, Sir Hugh Rose arrived at Indore to take up his command, and
during the next six months he gradually reduced the Central Provinces.
Jhansi was the centre of insurrection ; its leaders were Tantia Topf
and the Ranf of Jhansi. Outside Jhansi Sir Hugh won a brilliant
victory over Tantia Topf at Betwa (April 1st, 1858), two days later
he captured Jhansi itself, the stronghold of the Ranf, and on May
22nd the great fortress of Kalpf. The intrepid Rani then got pos-
session of Gwalior and induced its inhabitants to proclaim the Nana
Sahib as Peshwa. On June 17th, however, the Ranf was killed at
the head of her troops, and on the 19th Gwalior was taken by Sir
Hugh Rose. But as in Oudh so also in the Central Provinces the
capture of the fortresses was followed by a prolonged period of
guerilla warfare. For nine months Tantia Topf successfully eluded
the British pursuit, doubling backwards and forwards with baffling
rapidity, until at length in April, 1859, he was betrayed to his pur-
suers, and after due trial was executed (April 18th, 1859). With
Tantia Topf s capture and death the long-drawn tragedy ends.
End of          Before the sword was actually sheathed, a change of momentous
Company. conse<luence was announced to the peoples of India. It was gener-
Bntish a^y recognized that the rule of the Company could not survive the
fcidia Mutiny. Pitt's dual system established as a makeshift in 1784 had
ferred to worked unexpectedly well for nearly three-quarters of a century, but
the         the theory was illogical and the machinery was cumbrous. The
Crown     time had clearly come when the  Crown  must assume direct and